
 

Academic Data Request Policy 
Summary 

SERC holds significant data, on species presence, Local Wildlife Sites (LWS), Local Geological Sites, 

priority habitats & other land use.  This data can inform academic study, and educational 

enrichment, and requests are received on a regular basis from students, and academic institutions.  

However, we are unable to fulfil all requests that are made.  For example, some research requires the 

underlying data used to develop a thesis, to travel with that published paper, and be made openly 

accessible into the future.   In addition, not all research is non-commercial. 

This policy sets out how SERC is able to deal with academic requests, and provides clarity for 

enquirers. 

 

Data constraints on data transparency: 

Where it is provided in either a chargeable or non-chargeable scenario, SERC data cannot be 

published in its raw form, and can only be summarized at a low resolution, which is agreed within a 

data licence between SERC and the person or body making the request.  This licence therefore 

requires both the student and academic mentor’s signature, and both share responsibility for 

compliance with the terms.   

An academic data request will be considered non-chargeable:  

Where it is to inform a recognized qualification, such as an MSC or similar, and is for use within the 

production of a thesis/study paper etc.  However, this must be where the output does not address a 

subject directly relating to a commercial scenario, or, support an activity within a professional 

setting. These uses are covered by the chargeable use category below. 

A copy of the students final paper should be sent to SERC, for our interest, and records. 

An academic data request, will be considered chargeable: 

Where it is being used to underpin research on, or the creation of, methodologies, strategic planning, 

derived outputs, or critical thinking, which have a practical use in a professional setting.  This can be 

both commercial and non-commercial uses, ie on behalf of government agencies etc.   

For example - where there are partners within the research, which will receive a clear operational 

benefit ie the research feeds directly into development of a management plan, strategy or spatial 

modelling & mapping etc  

Charges: 

Charges will be made in line with the rates current at the time of the request, and will be subject to 

annual increases, if for more than one year. 

Payment will be due in advance of the data provision, and if it is an annual licensing charge over an 

extended period, the liability would be assigned to a suitable body involved. This might be a ‘lead 

funding partner’ or the host academic institution. 

 



 

Charges may be discounted, if there is a clearly defined reciprocal value to SERC ie novel data or 

outputs being generated as part of the research, which would assist SERC in delivering in its role. 

Appendix:  

Data Quality and Interpretation - All users of biological data should be aware of the interpretation 

limitations of the data supplied. Habitat and species recording coverage is far from complete in time 

and space and further field survey may be required to determine the presence of important features. 

It is only possible to supply records that have been collected and validated.  

The ecological condition of a site may have changed since the available records were collected – 

clearly this is especially the case for older records. The available records may often therefore be 

viewed as a guide to the present condition of a site or area rather than a definitive statement of its 

value.  

Data supplied by SERC has been verified (in terms of identification accuracy) and validated (in terms 

of geographical accuracy and other accuracy attributes in the data capture process) as far as possible. 

Errors cannot be totally eliminated, however, and users are asked to check with SERC if possible 

errors are noted in the data search results. SERC does not advise enquirers on actions that might or 

might not be taken as a consequence of the data identified in the search.  

All enquirers must fill out a Data Request Form, which can be returned to: data.supply@somerc.com. 

The data search is undertaken only on data held and compiled by SERC at the time the enquiry is 

made. 
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